CommunicationTips

For Families of C‘.hildren with Disabilities

™ Looks like...|  Sounds like...
Know Your |

Providing school staff with information | “We'd jike fo make you aware of the many good things
- about your child's sirengths, talents, f + about our child, W think i will be very important in
ﬂ"‘ interests, and gifts. ’{I WHMMMMW
5 m }"'_‘
Clearly expressing your family's future “Jake fust spent his firs! overnight with his
drearms for your child. last weak and he halped my dad paint 8 boal. He's such &

smart kid and we all believe he W eventually be able [o be
an independent and happy adut. That's aur goai for fim,

Sharing what you know works best for “My chid learms bes! when he & given exira lime fo
your child, process iWormabon and communveale his needs. He

msmmmmmmm

lﬂuowluur(‘hild’sﬁlghttnm Inclusive Education

Sharing resources about inclushive ‘Have you considered contacting the Florda Inciusion
A gducation with your child's education . Network (FIN) for free resources and school-based
ST seam and school adminestrator. ¢ assistance? Thay have jois of infovmaltion and ways o
| help teachers pian and implament responsibie inclusion.
© ' Check aut their website for more information:
www. FlodalnalusionNedwork.com. "

“We'd ke fo make inclkrsion & natuval part af the school
culure s0 thal all children get the support they need, keam
o the best of their abwily, and valwe differences.”

Gathenng and sharing information on the "We know that ouwr child’s educational neads are
Individuals with Disabililies Education Act supported by IDEA and NCLB. Inclusion can help schools
(IDEA) of 2004 and the No Child Left meef thair irmprovermen! goalks by vaing exishing resources
Behind Act (NCLB). Io support alf kids.™
L

Worhngam Communicating Positively with Your School Staff
Contacting your child's school as ' bk for meed bedore pext school year [o plan for my child's
. garly a5 possibie. IJ ___‘. transion i grade and vsher suppor needs.®

y Asking 1o be part of the decismons that 1..II *I'd bke [0 join the team as they pan e fesson for ihe field

school sialf make about your child. e inp next week. | think | can provide some igdeas for my chid.”
Make special appoiniments to talk © I'm concamed aboul Sovme IVmEWONR BsskTments my chid
about specific concems OF problems. i5 binging home, whal would be & good hime lo discuss this?”
Pasticspating in tamily-school activities ‘I'm avadable to volurdesr for your PTA, School Advisory
andlor commitises. Commities, Booster Club, Family Resource Room, aie.”
Making an effort io understand the “Can you fell me what kind of supprt you are getting for
systam's demands on the school stafl. commoen planning lime with the regular educalion feachers?

Whal exira deties are you responsibée for during the school
m?mwmmamma-hfmr




Worliingangl Communicating Positively with Your School Staff
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leaming needs oo, They come with
varied expenences thal form their

.
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“WWhat are some things thal you think you'd ke more informalion
aboul? By sharimg rescwces, [ know we can leam more aboul
how fo suppon my sonwdaaghfer in an intirsive classmoom.”

Listening 1o others with an open mind and
offering your ieas.

I agrea thal my ohid neads to g hisdhar reading

. Can we adjust Weher scheduie so that he/she
will recene infensive instruction during the ragufarly schedufed
reading block?”

Recognizing Ihe lsachsr's experise.

*| know yowrare a highly abe feachier wiho has iots of inngs lo
Jgole avery day! Prease lel me know how | can Belp you,®

Taking a step-by-siep approach lo problems
and offering your ideas for solubons, Agree
with others that thengs can change over lime,

“I'm not sure this strategy will work with my child, so fel's talk
about this agan in weeks. If iz doaznT work, | have
another ilea thal we cowld try. "

Sending positive notes fo staff. Let them
know you care about their effors to educate
your child and want to build a positive
relaticnship between school and home.

AQres upon @ common syskem of
comimuenication,

"We really think your exira effrs ave payng off for my
sonddaughter, He'she has never enjoyed going o schood! unfy
now!™ “I'm thrtted with my chitd's progress fhs year, Duf wouwld
like o krow howe | can do move fo help ai home. "

"Whai's the best way for us o requlary communicale

throughout the year?”

you mest with your child's education lzam
membars. Use concrele and spacific
ExaMmpes whitn you share conoanms.

“T'd liker o share some concems from our last conversation. | think
there may be some aboul my son'
communication support needs. He'she neads fo have a special
switch in order fo commenicate histher choices. Heishe uses this

device af home ho share hisher dady clothing preferences.”

Asking guestions 1o understand both sides
of an issue. Gel a second opinkon from an-
ofher teacher or school adminisirator,

Tm nod sure | indersfand why my sondlaughier has been placed
i a diffensnt Can whal you

eading prograrm. you pleass explai
are basing this decrsion upon® | think | wousld aiso ke fo talk fo
ihe Reading Coach about my conmoems. ™

Reminding pecple of your child's strengths.

Please remember thal the disabwiily is just a part of who my
chitd is. He'she has many strengths and wnigiee charactenstics.”

Keeping your chid's behavior in perspeciive.

“Is what my child doing fypical for kids histher age or is this
somelhing iodo with histher disabilidy "

Believing That Your Yoice and Your Child’s Voice are Important!
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Getting and saying involved in your r
child's educational expenence.

Sharing what m_ﬁmwﬁm
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T know fhat | have @ fof fo contribete to my child's
educationsl process.”

1 would e fo jom panent groups and help athers
eridarsiand how inclusion can work!™

Publicly supporteg inchusive
education.

“How can we share the banefits of our partnership with ofhers
ITY A Ty ?

Remembenng that, no matier how difficull things
child. Use

your child at

may gel, the focws: is always on

“The Empty Chair™ actvity 1o
he center of all discussions and decisions.

4 know we ot off to a rocky start this year, but I'd fike 1o see if
we can regroup 1o fafk about our ideas for my child's future
goals and dreams.”

www.FloridaInclusion\ etwork.com




