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FIN's Mission
The Florida Inclusion Network (FIN) collaborates 
with all districts and schools to provide customized 
services and supports ensuring all students with 
disabilities have the same educational, social, and 
future opportunities as their peers.

Section 1003.57, Florida Statutes (F.S.)

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=1000-1099/1003/Sections/1003.57.html


FIN's Mission Implementation
In partnership with districts, FIN facilitates the implementation of best 
practices for inclusive education through:

• Data-driven, student-focused planning and problem-solving across 
districts and schools.

• Data-driven professional development and technical assistance to 
increase knowledge and skills of district and school personnel.

• Coaching and resources for district and school personnel to build and 
sustain capacity.

• Sharing information to build collaborative relationships between families, 
schools and districts.



FIN Services and Resources



Inclusion
Florida defines inclusion as…

“…a student with a disability is receiving education in a general 
education regular class setting, reflecting natural proportions and
age-appropriate heterogeneous groups in core academic and 
elective or special areas within the school community; a student 
with a disability is a valued member of the classroom and school 
community; the teachers and administrators support universal 
education and have knowledge and support available to enable 
them to effectively teach all children; and access is provided to 
technical assistance in best practices, instructional methods, and 
supports tailored to the student’s needs based on current 
research.”

Section 1003.57, Florida Statutes (F.S.)



https://www.floridainclusionnetwork.com/core-principles/

https://www.floridainclusionnetwork.com/core-principles/


District Best Practices for Inclusive 
Education (DBPIE) Assessment Indicator
District data reflect that SWDs, ages 3–5, receive special education 
and related services in the regular early childhood program with 
peers without disabilities.

• 14 districts prioritized this Indicator across all size alike districts
• Collaboration with districts and TATs to support improvement 

efforts
• Short-term and long-term improvement efforts are addressed in 

Plan for Inclusive Education documents facilitated by FIN Facilitators
• School BPIE Assessment Indicator also focuses on LRE data for ages 

3-5



Best Practices for Inclusive Education 
Assessment



State Performance Plan (SPP) Indicator 5
Educational Environment Data (2022-2023)

Indicator​
State Target
(2022-2023)​

2022-2023 Data
(State Education 

Agency)

2021-2022 Data
(State Education 

Agency)
Indicator 5A:

​ (Regular Class)
≥77.7%​ 78.90%​ 78.89%​

Indicator 5B​:
(Separate Class)

≤13.20%​ 13.29%​ 12.72%​

Indicator 5C:
(Separate Environment)

≤3.00%​ 2.99%​ 3.09%​

Source: FLDOE, 2023



Trend Data for SPP Indicator 6A: 
Preschool Children in General Education Settings (Pre-School LRE) - Percent of 
children aged 3 through 5 with IEPs attending:
Regular early childhood program and receiving the majority of special education and 
related services in the regular early childhood program.
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Promising Policies to Address the Needs 
of Students with Disabilities, 2020

Source: https://edpolicyinca.org/sites/default/files/2020-02/r_humphrey_feb20_0.pdf

https://edpolicyinca.org/sites/default/files/2020-02/r_humphrey_feb20_0.pdf


Exemplary Leadership Practices
• Explain to families and other stakeholders the importance of inclusion and its 

benefits

• Provide materials needed for children to be engaged in all activities

• Ensure that all environments meet the needs for all children to actively 
participate

• Promote family participation and input in decision making

• Promote, sustain and collaboration with stakeholders to address the diverse 
needs of students

• Participate in professional development opportunities to stay informed of 
evidence-based practices in early childhood

Early Learning Coalition, 2017



Best Practices for Teacher Leaders
• Provide rich language and varied vocabulary

(i.e., big, huge, large, enormous).

• Recognize that all behavior is a form of communication

• All differences are accepted and celebrated.

• Promote, sustain and extend positive social interactions 
between peers

• Collect information from the child’s family and other 
significant individuals in the child’s life.

• Use video clips, portfolio, observations notes, developmental 
checklists, and behavior charts.

• Encourage children to learn how to listen to each other and 
build on each other’s ideas. Early Learning Coalition, 2017



Pre-Kindergarten to Kindergarten

• Remember that Exceptional Student Education (ESE) is a service, 
not a place

• Focus on early intervention to close the achievement gap
• Provide access to standards to impact outcomes
• Provide supplementary aids and services in a general education 

setting (integrated therapies)
• Implement Universal Design for Learning (UDL)
• Provide Specially Designed Instruction (SDI)
• Maintain high expectations
• Collaborate with families and other service providers



• LRE Data
• LRE Targets
• Student 

Data
• Scheduling

Drive
Service 
Delivery Impacts Leads toStudent 

Achievement

Increased 
Graduation 

Rates

Inclusion Supports Positive Outcomes



Best Practices for Collaborative 
Teaching

• Maximizes instructional delivery
• Specially Designed instruction implemented in Collaborative 

teaching structures
• Shared implementation of accommodations and/or 

modifications
• Collaborative planning
• Collaborative instruction
• Collaborative assessment



Inclusive Classroom Example



TATs and FIN Talk

• Training and Technical 
Assistance (TATS) and FIN 
Talk

• Collaborative magazine 
focused on early 
childhood

https://www.floridainclusionnetwork.com/districts-and-schools/

https://www.floridainclusionnetwork.com/districts-and-schools/


Volumes 1 and 2

https://www.floridainclusionnetwork.com/districts-and-schools/

https://www.floridainclusionnetwork.com/districts-and-schools/


Volumes 3 and 4

https://www.floridainclusionnetwork.com/districts-and-schools/

https://www.floridainclusionnetwork.com/districts-and-schools/


Volume 5 and Back Cover

https://www.floridainclusionnetwork.com/districts-and-schools/

https://www.floridainclusionnetwork.com/districts-and-schools/


Contact Us

https://www.floridainclusionnetwork.com/directory/

https://www.floridainclusionnetwork.com/directory/
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